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Dear Friends,
Spring has arrived on the campus of Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center and it is
glorious! If we think back to a year ago, spring did not feel very life-giving;’ we were at
the beginning stages of the pandemic and life was changing by the hour. As we were
working remotely last spring, I did not get to witness the grounds blooming with greens
and pinks and yellows. New life has such a different meaning this year, doesn’t it?
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OLPRC has been extremely fortunate to receive numerous grants in the past year that
will allow us to offer new programs and new features at the Pines. You can read about
those grants and the foundations who awarded them on page 11. It has been exciting to
imagine the possibilities that are in front of us because of the belief that these
foundations have in our retreat center.
Also in this newsletter is information on the annual fundraiser; this year, we are hosting
the event in the summer. There are several reasons for the change of date: First, if we
need to be outside because of the virus, we can be. Second, previously, when the
fundraiser was held in late fall or mid-winter, it was always dark by the time guests
arrived on campus. One of the many features we like to showcase is the beautiful
grounds; during the summer, the extended hours of daylight allow us to do that. Lastly,
from a fundraising standpoint, it also allows us to conduct a year-end campaign without
overlapping the annual fundraiser’s timeline.
In addition to all the above changes, we have a new website with more opportunities for
you to learn about our retreat ministry. What an appropriate time of year to share this
growth of our retreat ministry with all of you – new life is truly all around us. Enjoy!
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We are growing and changing and experiencing new life at every turn. And we are
welcoming so many long-time friends – as well as new ones – each day. While many are
still hesitant to hug and shake hands, there are excited squeals of delight upon seeing
those who have been absent from the retreat center for the duration of the pandemic.
Life inside the retreat center also feels full of promise and hope.
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Not only is the campus giving birth to plants and trees and flowers, but the retreat center
is also feeling new life.. Since February 1, we have hired three new Core Staff members
who you will meet inside this issue of the newsletter. Dianna, Emily, & Mary Kate are
bringing new ideas and opportunities to the Pines that will allow us to grow our ministry;
we are excited they have said yes to the invitation to join Our Lady of the Pines Retreat
Center! Nicholas Polley is a new hire in the kitchen, and new to our contracted services
team is Tonja Tucker, licensed massage therapist (who has received rave reviews from
recent guests!) and April Halm and Pam Weller, certified Hatha yoga teachers. If you
would like to add massage or a yoga class (group or private sessions) to your retreat for
an additional cost, call the retreat center to check availability.

Rich

Security

Blessings,

Heidi
Heidi Chew Osborne
Executive Director
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The Power of Prayer
Prayer lives at the heart of all that is said - and unsaid - between us and God. It is the best - and sometimes hardest conversation we can have. Sometimes, all it takes is one prayer to change everything.
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- Rev. Mark Bekkedahl
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Host Your Retreat At Our Facility
Are you looking for the perfect place to host your retreat?
Whether you're a group of 10 or 20, or 50, we are here to help!
Just check out our mission; we offer space for all!

Our Mission
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat
Center, a sponsored ministry of the
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas,
offers space for all seeking a deeper
relationship with God, self, others, and
all creation. The spirit of hospitality, a
Mercy charism, pervades the place,
welcoming all who come.

Can you help make our

wishes

Come True?

With our quiet halls, rich history, and 65 acres of evergreens,
once you set foot at Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center, you
will feel right at home.
And while you are here, enjoy delicious, fresh cooked meals,
charming bedrooms, numerous conference spaces, and the warm
Mercy hospitality that pervades our holy space.
For more information, or to book your retreat today, email
olprc@pinesretreat.org.

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center is in need of several
items to improve the experience of all who join us in quiet
retreat and to make their time with us fulfilling and enjoyable.
All you have to do is go to our WISH LIST, choose an item you
would like to contribute to our ministry, complete the purchase,
and voilà! It will ship directly to our door.

TO DO...

Please also consider using Amazon Smile and
selecting Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center
as your charitable organization of choice.
Amazon Smile is the same Amazon we all
know and love with just one difference;
Amazon Smile donates .05% of all eligible
purchases to Our Lady of the Pines Retreat
Center at no extra cost to you! It's fast, easy,
and very much appreciated.

View Our Wish List
https://a.co/9kRQNM1

Sign up for
Amazon Smile
smile.amazon.com
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Kroger Community Rewards

PayPal.Me

Donate Directly

Simply sign into your digital Kroger
account at www.kroger.com and link
your Plus Card to Our Lady of the
Pines Retreat Center. When you are
finished, simply SHOP and swipe your
Plus Card when you make a purchase.
Kroger will then donate a portion of
that purchase to the Retreat Center
at no extra cost to you!

Go to paypal.me/PinesRetreatCenterOH
and you can conveniently donate
directly at any time!
Great for donations in honor of
birthdays, jubilees and anniversaries.

Donate directly to the Retreat
Center by visiting our website
www.pinesretreat.org/give and
choose between giving a one
time gift, or becoming a monthly
contributor.

Get-Away-Day Retreat Opportunities
Get Away Days
Available on the following dates any time from 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
Friday, April 16, 2021
Tuesday, May 11, 2021
Monday, June 7, 2021

| Tuesday, April 27, 2021
| Wednesday, May 26, 2021
|
Friday, June 25, 2021

Are you looking for a respite from the pandemic, the politics, and/or the news reports? Come away for a day to Our
Lady of the Pines Retreat Center and experience the wonders of just being. Use of all amenities included.
Cost: $13.00 per person, per day | Lunch is available for an additional $10; reservations must be made ahead of time.
To register for one or more of these retreats, visit: https://olprc.retreatportal.com

And if you are unable to make any of our scheduled retreats, don't worry, we've got you covered!
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center also offers private day retreats where you can

come away to God on your own time

Simply call our office at 419-332-6522 when you're ready to book and we'll be happy to help.

We are always adding new retreats so be sure to check out
www.pinesretreat.org for up to date information on all our offerings.
5

SoulCollage® Retreat Opportunities
SOULCOLLAGE® WEEKEND RETREATS
Available Weekends:
Springtime of the Soul
Summer's Soul Song
The Soul in Autumn

|
|
|

Friday, April 30, 2021 at 7:00pm
Friday, August 6, 2021 at 7:00pm
Friday, October 15, 2021 at 7:00pm

-

Sunday, May 2, 2021 at 1:00pm
Sunday, August 8, 2021 at 1:00pm
Sunday, October 17, 2021 at 1:00pm

Have you ever taken time to really listen to the music of your soul? Have you noticed the way certain songs make you
feel? The way you just have to stop and listen? Have you ever experienced the same thing with images? Flip through a
magazine or book and notice what pictures catch your attention. That image has captured something within you and is
speaking to your soul. Now think about taking that image and combining it with other images and letting it tell you a bit
of your own story. That’s what creating SoulCollage® cards can do for you.
Come to one, (or more) of our SoulCollage® weekend retreats and experience it for yourself. Lisa Heckaman, a certified
SoulCollage® facilitator will guide us through the experience, and Wanda Smith, RSM will work with Lisa to create a
sacred space for us to be attentive to how God is moving in each of us. No previous experience is necessary and
materials are supplied
Cost:
$240.08 for a Standard Room
$252.38 for a Select Room (room with a bath attached)
$168.00 to Commute

To register for one or more of these retreats, visit: https://olprc.retreatportal.com
Registration for each retreat will close either when registration is full or it is <10 days before the start of the retreat.

WEEK-LONG SILENT DIRECTED SOULCOLLAGE® RETREAT
Begins Friday, June 11, 2021 at 7:00pm

|

Concludes Sunday, June 18, 2021 at 11:00am

We would be happy to place you on a waiting list for this retreat as spots are full at this time. If interested, please call
our retreat center at 419-332-6522.

WEEK-LONG SILENT DIRECTED RETREAT
Friday, July 9, 2021 at 7:00pm

-

Friday, July 16, 2021 at 10:30am

Be aware of God’s presence as you enter the silence of your own heart to pray, listen and reflect on how God is in your
life. The personally directed retreat is designed to meet the spiritual and personal needs of each individual retreatant.
Meeting daily with a spiritual director will help you listen well and be attentive to your own relationship with God.
Cost:
Standard Room - $624.21
Select Room with private bath - $653.05
Commuter - $370.00

Directors for the retreat are:
Bobbie Doneth, OSF
Breta Gorman, RSM
Christine Hiester
John Lehner, OSFS
Wanda Smith, RSM
To register for one or more of these retreats, visit: https://olprc.retreatportal.com
Registration for each retreat will close either when registration is full or it is <10 days before the start of the retreat.
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Lunch and Learn Opportunities with Sr. Pat Schnapp, RSM
GIFTED AND FLAWED
Tuesday, June 22, 2021

|

12:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.

Sometimes we get so disgusted with ourselves that we feel like we are our biggest cross, and one we're stuck
with! What then? Can we be honest about our gifts? And pull some out of the closet that we have forgotten?
Cost:

$20.00 per person, includes lunch

To register visit: https://olprc.retreatportal.com

I BELIEVE IN... WHAT?
Tuesday, August 10, 2021

|

12:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.

What DO we trust-and believe in? And how does that affect our lives?
Cost:

$20.00 per person, includes lunch

To register visit: https://olprc.retreatportal.com

YOU ARE A MAGICIAN
Tuesday, September 28, 2021

|

12:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.

What! Me? Here's a happy thought: Jesus and his disciples worked miracles. But so can we! What are some ways
we can use our God-given magic?
Cost:

$20.00 per person, includes lunch

To register visit: https://olprc.retreatportal.com

THE AGE ADVANTAGE
Tuesday, November 16, 2021

|

12:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.

Ten holy and satisfying ways we can live the gospel daily - even with arthritis or a cane or from a wheelchair!
Cost:

$20.00 per person, includes lunch

To register visit: https://olprc.retreatportal.com

Save the Date: Upcoming Fundraiser Opportunity
See page 9 for more details

Casino Night
JULY 17, 2021
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Meet Our New Staff

Staff Spotlight
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The Retreat Center is blessed to have such wonderful employees, including our
recent addition of new staff. They are all essential pieces of our glorious puzzle;
offering their kind smiles and warm hearts to all those seeking a deeper
relationship with God, self, others, and all creation. They all shine like stars.
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1. The friendly faces, beautiful grounds and walkways, and the visitors! It is a very
peaceful environment to be a part of.
2. I look forward to traveling, getting to see new places and experience new things.
3. "Not all who wander are lost." - J. R. R. Tolkien

Emily Anderson
Communications Coordinator

1. The atmosphere! I love coming to work everyday and experiencing the beauty
and tranquility of The Pines.
2. Marrying my best friend on August 15th!
3. “Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no one thinks of changing himself.”
– Leo Tolstoy

Mary Kate
Browning
Sponsored Retreat Coordinator
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Meet Our New Staff

Dianna Nevius

1. The staff, guests, and Sisters are my favorite things while working at The
Pines. Everyone is so friendly and supportive. It truly is the best place to
work! A close second is the surroundings. There is beauty in the people and
the surroundings.
2. Improving our dining options and menus to provide the best possible
dining experience for each and every guest.
3. Your living is not determined so much by what life brings to you as by the
attitude you bring to life; not so much by what happens to you as by the
way your mind looks at what happens." - Khalil Gibran

Food Services Manager

Praying in Color Opportunities
Pottery Perfection: Paint a Handcrafted Bowl - Thursday, June 24, 2021 | 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Relax your soul with an evening of painting a handcrafted bowl, led by Pottery Perfection. $30 for the experience!
Register online by June 10th at https://olprc.retreatportal.com

Cornaceae Designs: Make Your Own Beaded Prayer Bracelet - Thursday, July 22, 2021 |
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Create your own bracelet while incorporating prayer into each bead, led by Cornaceae Designs. $30 for the
experience! Register online by July 8th at https://olprc.retreatportal.com

UPCOMING FUNDRAISER OPPORTUNITY
SATURDAY , JULY 17 , 2021 - CASINO NIGHT
JOIN THE HYBRID EXPERIENCE - OUR FUNDRAISER IS OCCURRING IN PERSON & ONLINE
Bidding will take place online and the silent auction will start in the evening. Enjoy our beautiful grounds and
peaceful atmosphere on this upcoming fun summer night! There will also be a delicious catering of appetizers!

We hope you join us!
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Visit Our Gift Shop - Featuring Cornaceae Designs
Cornaceae Designs is a new addition of jewelry in our gift shop, located within our Retreat
Center! There are various necklaces, bracelets, and blessing beads to choose from. Cornaceae's
name derives from dogwood trees. Many of these pieces are made from dogwood and olive
wood, some of which came from Jerusalem!

"Cornaceae is the family that the dogwood is part of, but most of all, I like the
sound of Cornaceae and I love the Legend of the Dogwood. It's just that simple!"
- Jeannie, Owner & Designer

Our gift shop is open from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm on weekdays.
Please call ahead for weekend hour availability.
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Our Wishes Have Been Grant-ed!
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center has been extremely fortunate to receive
over $30,000 in grant monies in the last year. In May 2020, Sandusky County
Communities Foundation (SCCF) awarded OLPRC $500 from the Emergency
Relief Fund; this was used to buy additional hand sanitizer and sanitizer
stations for the retreat center so we could safely reopen after being closed for
almost three months. In October, the SCCF awarded us $5,323 for the creation
of a Meditation Garden on the site of the former swimming pool. This project,
which will focus on the four elements of nature (earth, air, water, fire), is
taking shape now with the hopes of being complete by Memorial Day.
Also in October, the Sandusky County Small Business Relief Program presented
us with an additional $5,000 to offset the income that was lost due to the
pandemic. In November, the Pines was notified that our application for the
Reverend August Schaefer Endowment Fund Liturgical Grant was approved for
$993; this was used to purchase seven new altar cloths and a larger paten for
use during the celebration of Mass. And most recently, the Koch Foundation,
Inc., which awards funds internationally for the support of evangelization of
the Catholic faith, approved our application for $6,000 to purchase virtual
retreat ministry equipment.
Additionally, last summer the ten retreat centers in the United States that are
sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, collectively applied for a grant from the
Raskob Foundation. As a result, each retreat house was awarded $12,500 to
compensate for revenue lost due to the ongoing pandemic. The Raskob
Foundation is an independent, private family foundation that awards grants to
organizations and institutions in service to, or identified with, the Catholic
Church.
Our gratitude to these programs and foundations is enormous. As we move
forward with our projects, it is our hope that all who seek a deeper
relationship with God, self, others, and all creation will benefit from these
awards.
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