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Dear Friends,
Welcome! That is the word I heard frequently since taking over as
Executive Director of Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center on June 6th.
The few months here have been exciting, busy and have passed quickly.
In the midst of meeting new people on retreat and participating in our
programming, becoming acquainted with the wonderful staff, spending
time with the Sisters of Mercy at the St. Bernardine Convent and
generally getting the “lay of the land,” I have been welcomed.
It is that same spirit I experienced that we at the Pines endeavor to
extend to those who visit our Retreat Center. In part, our Mission
Statement reads that we offer a space for all seeking a deeper
relationship with God, self, others and all creation. Hospitality is a Charism of Mercy. As many of you come off a summer respite of
vacations and the slow rhythm of lazy summer days to return to a
regular day-to-day routine, I invite you to consider what the Pines
offers to enhance – or even begin - making prayer and spiritual
refreshment part of that routine. It will be our pleasure to share our Holy
Ground with you.
A little information about me: most recently I come from working in
parish life having participated in a multitude of ministries for several
years. My last job was serving as a Pastoral Associate. I have also
worked in the secular world and non-profit sector with responsibilities
ranging from new market/business development to volunteer
coordination. I hold a Master of Theology from Lourdes University,
Sylvania, OH. My mother, Marie (Nieset) Strick, was from Gibsonburg,
OH before moving to Toledo so I have some family in Fremont and in
the surrounding area.
I look forward to meeting, and welcoming, many of you in the near future.

Charles Moyer
Linda Otermat
Susan Hartman
Marsha Danhoff
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Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center
General Information
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center provides the perfect setting among 63 acres of
beautiful pine trees, walking paths and a peaceful atmosphere for your retreat and
conference needs. The Pines provides state of the art conference rooms, a variety of
meditation/reflection spaces, a large and small dining room and a newly and beautifully
renovated pool. Call us today at 419-332-6522 and let us help YOU plan for YOUR retreat.

Business Hours
Monday-Friday
8:00am-4:00pm

Our Lady of the Pines
Retreat Center, sponsored by
the Sisters of Mercy offers a
space for all seeking a deeper
relationship with God, self,
others and all creation. The
spirit of hospitality, a Mercy
charism, pervades the place,
welcoming all who come.

Hosted Groups and Personal Retreats
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center is happy to host group and
personal retreats! To schedule or for pricing, please contact
Marissa Mills, the Office and Programming Coordinator at (419) 332-6522
or email olprc@pinesretreat.org

LP
Relaxation Massage
Please call 419-332-6522 to book a massage
as they are by appointment only.
…$61 for 1 hr. …$42 for 30 min.

Event Registration
If you wish to attend an event sponsored by Our Lady of the Pines
we request that you pre-register by calling our main office at
419-332-6522. For further information or for any questions in
regards to a specific event please call ext. 104 for our Retreat
Coordinator, Sister Wanda Smith, RSM.

Please consider:
….. Remembering Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center in your will.
….. Cash donations, pledges, stocks, or bequests in support of
The Pines Ministry to those seeking a deeper relationship with God.
.…..A charitable planned gift during your lifetime or as an estate gift.

We thank our donors for their heartfelt generosity.
In consideration for your contribution, Our Lady of the Pines Retreat
Center acknowledges that, as of receipt of this contribution, our
organization is an IRC 501© (3) status with the Internal Revenue
Service. Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center affirms that you
received no material benefits, goods or services for this contribution.

Spiritual Direction…
Please call 419-332-6522 to make an
appointment with a Spiritual Director
…$40 for a 1 hr. session

Evergreen
Elegance
Gala

You are cordially invited to attend the

on Friday, October 28, 2016

at Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center
$65.00 per person
Early auction viewing begins at 6:00pm
Evening to be catered by:
Ole Zim’s Wagon Shed
Cash Bar (Beer and Wine)

Proceeds from the evening to benefit
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center
For tickets or additional information
call 419-332-6522 or visit our website
www.pinesretreat.org

Programs for
September, October & November
To register please call
419-332-6522 or
Email : olprc@pinesretreat.org

September

Centering Prayer

October 4, 2016 7:00-8:00pm

Centering Prayer

September 6, 2016 7:00-8:00pm

During the time of Centering Prayer our intention is
simply to rest in God’s presence and consent to His
action within.
Cost: Free will offering

Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that
prepares us to receive the gift of contemplative prayer
in which we experience God’s presence within us.
Cost: Free will offering

Leader: Fran Benlein

Digging For Gold: Dream Workshop

Leader: Fran Benlein October 6, 2016 12:00-2:30pm

Refresh Your Spirit Day: Changing Season

*Lunch Included

Have you ever wondered about what your dreams are
September 13, 2016 9:00am-3:00pm
telling you? Here is an opportunity for all dreamers
*Lunch Included and spiritual seekers to explore the deeper meaning
As we enjoy these last few days of summer we know in their own dreams. Join Fr. John Blaser, a retired
that autumn is beginning all around us, and just as we priest of the Toledo Diocese and graduate of Haden
experience the changes in nature each season we
Institute for Dream Leaders, and Joseph Mascazine,
also experience the changes in the seasons of our
a teacher and lover of literature and mythology, for
own lives. Spend the day exploring your own season this lunch and learn workshop.
and the way God is present to you through it all.
Cost: $25.00
Cost: $25.00

Leader: Sr. Wanda Smith, RSM

Beauty, God and Me

Stations of Mercy

September 20, 2016 7:00-8:00pm

Each month, following Pope Francis invitation to us
“to gaze even more attentively on mercy so that we
may become a more effective sign of God’s actions in
our lives,” we will explore the Corporal and Spiritual
Works of Mercy. September will focus on “Bear
Wrongs Patiently”.
Free will donation will be given to St. Vincent De Paul

October 11, 2016 9:00-10:30am

Spend some time reflecting on the beauty you find
that draws you into an awareness of God’s presence
in your life. During this Tea & Reflection session we’ll
talk about the role of beauty in our prayer and our
relationship with God and the world.
Cost: $7.00

Leader: Sr. Roberta Doneth, OSF

Stations of Mercy

Leader: Sr. Wanda Smith, RSM October 18, 2016 7:00-8:00pm

SoulCollage® Card Retreat

This month you are invited to explore the Corporal
Work of Mercy, “Visit the Sick”
*Meals Included Free will donation to be given to Meals on Wheels
Leader: Sr. Noel Frey, RSM
Are you looking for a new way to pray? Give yourself
the gift of taking time for creative prayer, tending to
your soul, and listening to the Holy Spirit within,
through the process of SoulCollage®.
Begins September 30, 2016 at 5:00pm
Ends October 2, 2016 after lunch

Cost: $200.00

October

Leader: Dr. Jane Steinhauser

Programs for
September, October & November
To register please call
419-332-6522 or
Email : olprc@pinesretreat.org
Begins November 18, 2016 at 7:00pm
Concludes November 20, 2016 at 1:00pm

Introduction to Centering Prayer
October 22, 2016 9:00am-12:00pm

Enjoy a Saturday morning exploring and
experiencing Centering Prayer. Rest in God’s
presence and notice God’s actions in and through
you. This is an opportunity for ALL to come together
in a method of silent prayer that prepares you to
receive the gift of contemplative prayer.

Cost: $158.00
Leader: Fran Benlein Commuter Rate: $95.00

Cost: $10.00

November
Centering Prayer

November 1, 2016 7:00-8:00pm

The focus of Centering Prayer is the deepening of
our relationship with Jesus and consenting to God’s
action within.
Cost: Free will offering

Leader: Fran Benlein

Refresh Your Spirit Day: A Time for Healing
November 8, 2016 9:00am-3:00pm

*Lunch Included

The Fall season provides a time to embrace new life
with ourselves, our families, our past, and our earth.
Enjoy this retreat day and share in a gentle ritual of
prayer and reflection.
Cost: $25.00

Leader: Sr. Breta Gorman, RSM

Stations of Mercy

November 15, 2016 7:00-8:00pm

This month we will reflect on the Spiritual Work of
Mercy, ”Pray for the Living and the Dead.”
Free will donation to be given to Veterans

Leader: Father Ted Miller

*Meals Included

Before the holiday season arrives give yourself a gift
of nurturing your spiritual life by spending a weekend
with other women in prayer and reflection. Enjoy the
peace and beauty of The Pines while you listen to
what God has to say to your heart through Scripture,
story and song.

Leader: Sr. Wanda Smith, RSM

Special Thanks to
All of You Who Support
Our Lady of the Pines
Retreat Center
Mike and Marcy Brickner
*In memory of Rody Reineck
Ryan and Jimmy Haas, Briana Zak
*In memory of Michelle Kindred
Larry Hulisz
Carol Lassen
*In memory of Jerry Kuras
Marissa Mills
Sister Kathleen Mary Moross, RSM
Judith Mouch, RSM
Kathy Otermat
Sister Donata Ovelgonne, RSM
Marianne Wilhelm

*Special thanks to the St. Casimir Endowment
Committee for the grant used to purchase new bath linens

Fall Women’s Retreat: The Gift You Give Yourself

Save the Date::

The Advent Overnight Retreat, titled “Born of Love” will take place December 9-10, 2016.

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center and The Sisters of Mercy extend our deepest sympathy to Judy Kobel and her family on the
death of her mother, Rody Reineck. Judy is part of the finance and human resources department at The Pines.

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center Invites You to

A Tree of Hope
Prayer Service &
Lighting Ceremony

Tuesday,
December 13, 2016
at 7:00pm

Join us December 13th at 7:00pm for a prayer service and lighting the Tree of Hope. The evening will
begin in prayer as we recognize those who hold a special place in our heart. We will then gather outside
for the tree lighting and carols sung by the Sacred Heart Children’s Choir. Homemade cookies, coffee
and cocoa will follow.
For a light on the Tree of Hope and inclusion in our prayer listing please complete the form below.
My donation is…(please check one)
$25.00____(Green Light)

$50.00____(Red Light)

$100.00____(White Light)

$Other ____(Yellow Light)

In Memory of, In Gratitude for, or my Petition, written below:
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Name:____________________________________________ Number attending:_________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number:_____________________________________ Amount Enclosed:_________________________

*Please return the form by December 7, 2016 to Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center
1250 Tiffin Street, Fremont OH, 43420
or email olprc@pinesretreat.org

Getting to know the Sisters of Mercy
How did you choose your life vocation to be a Sister of Mercy?
The short answer to this would be through prayer. A religious
vocation is described as a Call from God. I had that experience. On
a high school retreat I had the insight “why not be a Sister?” It was
God’s way of calling me. That brief moment of experiencing God’s
presence has directed and influenced the rest of my life. There are
many religious communities but the sisters at the high school
I attended always seemed so happy and full of life that choosing the
Sisters of Mercy was an easy choice for me.

Profile:
Sister Joanne Mary Boellner, RSM

Please share your experiences as a Sister of Mercy. What
hospitals, schools, etc. did you work in and in what capacity?
Are you currently active in a ministry?
Officially, I spent most of my time in high schools as a math teacher.
I have served in both an all-girls and an all-boys high school. I saw
this ministry as not just teaching math facts and algebra equations
but also a time to help students grow into responsible Christian
adults. It meant helping with bake sales for their fund raisers,
attending sporting events, praying for their families in crisis,
chaperoning dances, tutoring the struggling, advising clubs and being
a part of all the other things and events that are important during the
high school years.

Was there one particular moment in your experience as a Sister
that solidified the Mercy Charism for you? If not, how did you
grow in this understanding?
Having attended a Mercy high school I thought I “knew” the Sisters
and their ministries. But it was actually living and working as a
member of the community that I grew in the understanding of the
spirit of Catherine McAuley and what hospitality meant in our lives.
In all the foibles of life we share a genuine love and gratitude for
each other. Our times together are times of sharing, caring and
peaceful happiness. Community life is one of the rich blessings of
religious life.
Currently I serve as Community Life Coordinator at St. Bernardine
Home. This is our retirement community on the same grounds as Our
Lady of the Pines Retreat Center. This is a very graced and blessed
ministry as I help provide a vibrant community life for some of our
elderly sisters. There are 23 of us here and the holiness and
dedication of these religious women is a daily inspiration to me.
Please know that the prayer ministry here is very powerful. If you
have needs or requests know we will add these to our daily intentions.
If I can “steal” from Jimmy Stewart “It is a Wonderful Life,” full of
abundant blessings.

Sister Joanne Mary Boellner, RSM

Congratulations and well wishes
to Ruth Ann Stultz who is retiring
from her position in Guest Services
at Our Lady of the Pines Retreat
Center effective September. Ruth
Ann has worked in a number of
capacities at the Pines since 2006
and knows the facility from top to
bottom. She plans to continue a
presence at the Pines on a
contingent basis so we will still see
her smiling face from time to time.
If you would like to send Ruth Ann a
note of congratulations, you may do
so at:

Ruth Ann Stultz
1250 Tiffin Street,
Fremont OH 43420

1250 Tiffin Street , Fremont, Ohio , 43420
419-332-6522
olprc@pinesretreat.org
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The history of the Pines is rich and extensive. Since my arrival I have
heard many stories of people’s experiences here. Everything from those
who took music lessons taught by the Sisters of Mercy to a family who
found the journal of a great grandmother in which she described her room
in the original house when she worked in it as a nanny.
Do you have a story, pictures or documents related to the Retreat House?
We would enjoy it if you can share a copy of these items with us.
Information can be sent to:
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center,
1250 Tiffin St., Fremont, OH 43420.
Or emailed to olprc@pinesretreat.org.
~Sara

2017 Conference Retreat
Sunday, June 25—Friday, June 30
Presented by Father John Quigley, OFM

2017 Directed Retreat
Saturday, July 22—Saturday, July 29

