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Summer is due to officially arrive very soon. While many people rejoice at
the coming of summer I must admit at heart I am a “winter gal” who loves
the cold and snow, sweaters and warm blankets and the sun not peeking
through my window at 6:00 A.M. Something about winter seems to
energize me. But alas, in God’s time and wisdom the world changes:
There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair
under the heavens. (Eccl. 3:1)
I do not dislike summer. Growing up it was a time for, running around
barefoot, eating incredibly fresh fruits, enjoying ice cream in every flavor
made and not worrying about the cares of tomorrow. Somewhere along the
line I believe many of us lose or curb the carefree part of our spirit. Being
carefree equates to not being grown-up.
Recently I read in a blog that summers are a time to do less and to be
more. The point being this time of year allows us in the natural rhythm of
the season to slow down, contemplate and play. Part of slowing down is
letting go. Have you ever thought that deciding to let go of something
makes room for a new and exciting gift from God to take hold and grow in
you? And refreshing and renewing allows us to dream of what we can do
with this new gift, this new energy from God.
We at Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center invite you to have a beautiful
and relaxing summer. Enjoy carefree days with friends, family and yes,
even with God because just as the seasons change we must too.
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Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center
General Information
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center provides the perfect setting among 68 acres of
beautiful pine trees, walking paths and a peaceful atmosphere for your retreat and
conference needs. The Pines provides state of the art conference rooms, a variety of
meditation/reflection spaces, a large and small dining room and a recently renovated
outdoor pool. Call us today at 419-332-6522 and let us help YOU plan for YOUR retreat.

Business Hours
Monday-Friday
8:00am-4:00pm

Our Lady of the Pines
Retreat Center, sponsored by
the Sisters of Mercy offers a
space for all seeking a deeper
relationship with God, self,
others and all creation. The
spirit of hospitality, a Mercy
charism, pervades the place,
welcoming all who come.

Hosted Groups and Personal Retreats

LP

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center is happy to host group and
personal retreats! To schedule or for pricing, please contact
Marissa Mills, the Office and Programming Coordinator at (419) 332-6522
or email olprc@pinesretreat.org

Relaxation Massage
Please call 419-332-6522 to book a massage
as they are by appointment only.
…$61 for 1 hr. …$42 for 30 min.

Event Registration
If you wish to attend an event sponsored by Our Lady of the Pines
we request that you pre-register by calling our main office at
419-332-6522. For further information or for any questions in
regards to a specific event please call ext. 104 for our Retreat
Coordinator, Sister Wanda Smith, RSM.

Please consider:
….. Remembering Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center in your will.
….. Cash donations, pledges, stocks, or bequests in support of
The Pines Ministry to those seeking a deeper relationship with God.
.…..A charitable planned gift during your lifetime or as an estate gift.

We thank our donors for their heartfelt generosity.
In consideration for your contribution, Our Lady of the Pines Retreat
Center acknowledges that, as of receipt of this contribution, our
organization is an IRC 501© (3) status with the Internal Revenue
Service. Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center affirms that you
received no material benefits, goods or services for this contribution.

Spiritual Direction…
Please call 419-332-6522 to make an
appointment with a Spiritual Director
…$40 for a 1 hr. session

Check Out Our SumOur Ladymer
of the Events!!
Begins on Sunday, June 25, 2017 at 7:00pm
Concludes on Friday, June 30, 2017 at 11:00am

The Confer-

What does it mean for us that Jesus is the Christ? Can we
proclaim like Martha, “Yes Lord, I believe that you are the
Christ, the one who is come into the world”?

Join us for our Conference Retreat as we explore more deeply
what it means to us as Christians to know the Historical Jesus
and the Christ of Faith.
Led by Fr. John Quigley, OFM
Cost: $500.00
(price includes a standard private room, all meals and materials)

July 6– July 7, 2017
9:00am-4:00pm (both days)
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center and St. Bernardine Convent
are holding a joint rummage sale July 6 & 7, rain or shine.

The sale will be located on the right side of Canfield Street
at the top of the hill. Parking can be found in Lot B.
Cash and Checks accepted.
Check out our website in the middle of June
for additional information on sale items!

Our Lady of the
Pines and
Saint Bernardine

Rummage Sale

www.PinesRetreat.org

Begins on Saturday, July 22, 2017 at 7:00pm
Concludes on Saturday, July 29, 2017 at 10:30am

Our Lady of the

The Directed

Come into God’s presence and enter the silence of your own
heart as you pray, listen and reflect. This personally Directed
Retreat is designed to meet the spiritual and personal need of
the individual. Meet daily with a Spiritual Director to help you
listen well and grow in your relationship with God.
Directors for this retreat are:
Sr. Roberta Doneth, OSF~ Sr. Stephanie Helfrich, OSU
Sr. Breta Gorman, RSM~ Fr. John Lehner, OSFS
Sr. Wanda Smith, RSM
Cost: $500.00
(price includes a standard private room, all meals and materials)

Sponsored Retreats at
To register please call 419-332-6522 or visit www.pinesretreat.org/programs

There’s No Place Like Home, a Lunch and Learn
Retreat
June 21, 2017 12:00-2:00pm

What do you think of when you think of home?
There is no place like home…Home is where the heart is….or maybe…There was no room for them in the inn…
or The Son of Man has no place to lay his head…
Whatever your response join Mrs. Donna Thatcher for lunch and then hear all about the wonderful work Habitat
for Humanity is doing right here in Fremont. Listen as she shares the successes and struggles of helping
someone become a new home owner and all the people involved that make it happen. Donna has stories that will
warm your heart and give new understanding to the meaning of sheltering the homeless.
Led by Mrs. Donna Thatcher
Cost $15 Includes Lunch

Prison Ministry as Soul Work , a Lunch and
Learn Retreat
August 30, 2017 12:00-2:00pm

In some ways, a prison is like a monastery--most are all-male, have a strict daily schedule, and long stretches for
reflection. And the "monks" are a fascinating and diverse group. Come and meet many of them through the eyes
of Sr. Pat Schnapp, a jail and prison volunteer for over 40 years.
From her prison ministry work, Sr. Pat authored a book entitled Out of the Shadows: prose-poem sketches of
prisoners and others we rarely see. Available in the Pines Gift Shop.

Have you ever considered a Private
Retreat just for you and God ?
Our Lady of the Pines offers space for you to spend time away from the outside world, be it through a day
retreat with time for yourself, or an overnight retreat enjoying the solitude of a hermitage nestled in our little
Pine forest. You choose a day and while on retreat utilize our many reflection spaces, the Chapel, our outdoor
pool (weather permitting) and explore the grounds. You can do everything from adult coloring to curling up on a
couch or sitting in a rocker to read or meditate.
If you are not familiar with a personal retreat day and need some guidance, a spiritual direction session
with Sr. Wanda Smith, RSM is a great way to begin. You can also sign up for a relaxing massage with licensed
Massage Therapist Lori Price.
Don't wait to book your private "me day retreat day"!

Thank you to everyone who patronized our revamped
Gift Shop since its grand reopening March 18th!

We are doing steady business and our stock
updates regularly. If you have not been by,
please stop in and have a look.
For those who have made a purchase from
March 18, 2017 through May 26, 2017,
bring in your receipt and received 20% off your next
purchase through July 14th. * One receipt per customer please.*

Check out the
Holy Aromas® Skincare

& the hand dyed
silk scarves!

Wish List
We are very blessed to have Friends of the Pines donate a variety of items to us when we have a particular or
unexpected need. Our BIG beautiful kitchen windows provide a scenic view of the grounds but the summer sun
really heats up our kitchen area, which is often already hot from preparing meals. If any of our wonderful
readers have a lead on donations for blinds/shades or know companies that window glaze, please give us a call!

Getting to know the Sisters of Mercy
Six Sisters of Mercy in residence at St. Bernardine Convent spent all or a portion of their
time as aspirants living and being educated in the current Retreat Center. When asked
about some of their memories of that time, these recollections were offered:

Sr. Patricia Connelly

-

There was a point system for behavior and it was lights out at 10 P.M. There were typically
four girls in a room and I remember one night getting into a pillow fight with my roommates.
We thought we weren't making any noise but Sr. Mary Paul heard us and consequently, our
number of points changed. I also remember running into a lot of trees while tobogganing on
the property. My favorite place to spend time was in the Grotto.

Sr. Dorothy Dalton My most fond memory from my time as an Aspirant was spending time in the Chapel and celebrating May Crowning.

Top Row: (Left to Right)
Sr. Natalie Hass
Sr. Patricia Connolly
Bottom Row: (Left to Right)
Sr. Dorothy Dalton,
Sr. Virginia Harris
Sr. Esther Raitz
Pictured Separately:
Sr. Mary Jane Magers

We will soon be working to reformat our newsletter allowing for it to expand more easily as needed.
In the interim, please visit our web page beginning June 2 to see our updated list of recent donors.
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The Retreat Center had a great Spring.
Eight couples enjoyed an evening for
couples in February as part of an early
Valentine celebration, three new retreat
groups joined the Pines family, Fr. Ted
Miller presented a series of insightful and
meaningful Lenten talks on Keeping the
Sabbath, Sr. Pat Schnapp, RSM and Fr.
Charles Ritter joined the Lunch & Learn
rotation discussing growing old gracefully
and Micah 6:8, respectively, and our two
hermitages saw almost a 100% booking
over a period of three months. We are
grateful to all who support us by choosing
to retreat at the Pines or who share their
talents in so many ways.

