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Looking Ahead to Summer, 2015!

As you plan your summer retreat, please consider the following

opportunities at Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center.
Week of June 8-13, 2015 Private Retreat Days

« June 26-27, 2015 Art Retreat
o« July 6-12, 2015 Directed Retreat

July 17 -18, 2015 Summer Overnight Retreat

July 27 - August 1, 2015 Conference Retreat

Father Anthony Gittens, CSSP
Topic for conferences is: “ What on Earth is Discipleship? ”
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Dear Friends,

Although today is a beautifully clear day with blue sky and the
presence of sun here at Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center,
| am keenly aware that parts of the area are covered in snow!
As | think about that, it makes me realize that the differences
we each experience are because of where we are and who we
are!

You could be having a wonderful day because all is right with
“your” world, while | could be suffering terribly because of a
death in the family, or some other sad and unfortunate
circumstance. Or two people could be involved in the same
situation and the assessment for one is positive while the other
is negative. Perception! What a gift God has given us!

One of the graces of Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center is
that we are here to welcome everyone: groups, hosted retreats,
lunch and lectures, as well as business meetings for those who
are seeking to gather their employees with time away on
Holy Ground. Maybe you are a mom who could benefit from
one  complete night’s sleep in order to continue God’s work
with your children and husband. And if you are a dad who usu-
ally works the night shift, a treat would be to enjoy the daylight
hours at The Pines and an evening in the warmth of our rooms.

Pines!

May God's great gifts be yours in Advent, throughout the
Christmas season and well into our new year, 2015.

Sister Mariella Bradley, RSM
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Mercy Alive...

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION:
DISCOVERING GOD’S PRESENCE

Is it growth in the spiritual life you are seeking? If so, what does that actually mean?

Others speak of Spiritual Direction, would sitting with a spiritual director be for me?

Nothing is quite so rewarding or so at the heart of what we are made for as the spiritual quest.
But nothing we attempt is quite so daunting, either. That is where the spiritual director comes in,
companion and guide on the spiritual journey.

Spiritual Direction is a prayerful, reflective experience where you come to recognize the presence and movement of God’s spirit in all
aspects of your life. At the heart of spiritual direction is the understanding that God longs to be in relationship with you as much as you
long for God. In the midst of our busy lives, we long for a felt sense of God’s love; and because of busy-ness we struggle to find it.

Entering the process of spiritual direction invites you to greater awareness of the infinite ways that God is calling to you, inviting you into
a deeper, more meaningful relationship. You will discover God’s grace in both blessing and brokenness.

Recently, in preparing for a workshop on spiritual direction, | asked a few of the directees who sit with me, “What has being in Spiritual
Direction meant to you - your spiritual journey?”

“Spiritual direction has been a primary map for me on my spiritual journey. It serves to keep me grounded, honest, humble, d E

reflective, care-full, attentive to God as best as | can be. It helps me set the course for my spiritual journey - especially when | may be
getting off track.”

“It makes it possible for me to survive the work | do...and to thrive. | also believe it makes it possible for others to survive me.”

“Spiritual direction has helped me become a more feeling, more vulnerable person which | know has moved me closer to God’s
presence in my life.”

“| am so aware that, because | am committed to ‘come to God’ regularly in spiritual direction, my prayer has changed into a more
constant presence during each day.”

“] am living more in the Present Moment! | notice God’s spirit moving around me. Saint Paul writes of ‘the fruit of the Spirit.” That
personal transformation for me is gradually taking place as | am choosing to be led by the Spirit of God in spiritual direction.”

There is so much more to offer in explanation and invitation to this sacred and rich ministry. If you’ve a stirring for more information,
Our Lady of the Pines offers a sanctuary setting and certified spiritual directors who will answer questions or concerns and hold your story
in confidence....through whom, you will feel the blessing of being heard. You may visit the website: www.pinesretreat.org (following
‘Spiritual Direction’ on home page) or call Our Lady of the Pines at 419-332-6522.

BLESSINGS ON YOUR JOURNEY,
DEBBIE BRENNEMAN
CERTIFIED SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR

CONTRACTED WITH OUR LADY OF THE PINES

\Y

gad more Yo a = — > C
s\w\ual ez )
wpage” 6

Time, Talent, Treasure... DROP OFF SITE

FOR

TOYS FOR TOTS

e e

You can be the instrument God uses to speak to
someone’s heart by giving a sacred gift— a gift
» ™. card for an overnight in a
: &w..,,.,. hermitage! For the person _
%s}o would be grateful for |
oyl some time alone with God; or _
v for the gift of space to think “
|
_
_
_

Drop off any toy at
The Pines between 9-4 Monday —Friday!
In need of items for infants to 4 years old .

Deadline: Dec. 18, 2014

Qur Lady of the Pines Gift Shop is having a
Christmas Open House

on December 4, 2014 10:00am to 2:00pm to kick
off the Christmas Season. The gift shop has
a variety of stocking stuffers, gifts, advent
calendars and ornaments.

e e e e e o —————— e a1

1
I
I
I
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I
I
_
and pray—it is the ideal _
_
_
_

| Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center
A.. is located at 1250 Tiffin Street, Fremont, OH 43420;
Call 419-332-6522. for additional information on any of

these items

Open 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM Monday-Friday

MASSAGE THERAPIST
Experience a form of healing and relaxation

A method to help deal with stresses ﬁ)

of daily life.
Gift Cards available 1/2 hour $42.00 1 hour $61.00

e-mail olprc@pinesretreat.or

_v A blessed and Merry Christmas from our house to your house.

Sister Maniella, Bradley, RSN and Pines’ Staff

Nativity Set
displayed in
the lobby at
The Pines.
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