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TREE OF HOPE 2011

A Tree of Hope
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lighting the “Tree of Hope”
and included in our Book of

Remembrances.

Refreshments to follow!
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Lighting Ceremony and Prayer Service
Tuesday, December 13, 2011

Donations will be accepted prior to
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SECOND ANNUAL

Calendar ' EVERGREEN ELEGANCE

s

...An Evening to Benefit the Pines

Friday, January 20, 2012
And
Saturday, January 21, 2012

6:30 p.m.

Watch for more details.

CALL TO BE PLACED ON OUR GUEST LIST

Visit page 4 for calendar details or our website a www.pinesretreat.org :
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Dear Friends,

The summer is quickly coming to an end. We have been blessed these months with the
presence of many groups and guests who have encountered God through private and directed
retreats, conference retreats and day and evening programs. From the facility and program
evaluations received we are reminded continually of the gift of peace they find here. Our siaff,
with your generous support, continues to provide all they can to assure that the Mercy
Charism of hospitality is experienced by all who enter.

With the waning of summer and the coming of fall we are reminded too that change is
inevitable in our lives and with change comes both sadness at a loss and joy at newness for
those involved. One major change occurring at The Pines in the last weeks has been the
resignation of long-term employee Denise Biddle. Denise began years ago as receptionist
and became a valuable leader of operations through the renovation. In the last year she
became Director of Finance and Operations. Her skills, gifts, commitment and life lived as a
Mercy Associate were continually reflected in all her duties throughout her time with us. She
has moved on to a ministry which she shared will allow her more time with her family, Denise
has taken a new position of leadership at St. Mary Parish, Vermillion Ohio. She is missed at
The Pines, but what a gift she will be to the parish ministry. We say good bye to her with
prayers of gratitude for all she and her family have brought to the ministry of The Pines.

Denise's departure reminds us that changes, losses and opportunities come in many forms.
The staff, along with the Sisters of Mercy who reside next door, and our guests have
experienced all that life has to offer. llinesses and deaths of loved ones, family members
deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan and other war-torn areas, fears for the spiritual and physical well
being of family and friends are among the needs that have all been brought into our prayer.
Births and graduations, weddings and family reunions are celebrated.

Although early, we are reminding our friends in this newsletter that The Pines memorializes all
those moments that our friends and benefactors ask us to honor and pray with through our
December Tree of Hope prayer service. This event and donations for the remembrances are
both an opportunity for you to include your living and deceased loved ones in our prayer that
evening and throughout the year and also to support the ministry of The Pines. Please
consider entering your loved ones in our Tree of Hope prayer and ritual on December 13,
2011. See article on page 5 and check the website for details.

Be assured of our prayers for you, especially in our weekly staff prayer together.

Sr. Christine Pratt, OSU
Executive Director

“We belong to God — all in us is His.”
Catherine McAuley
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Mercy Alive...

Mercy Alive provides a glimpse of the charism and ministries of the
Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americans. Each issue of
the newsletter will highlight information related to the Institute, the
South Central Region or a Sister of Mercy or Associate. Our Lady
of the Pines Retreat Center is a ministry of the Sisters of Mercy,
South Central Region. The region is comprised of some 700
sisters, 600 associates, one companion and thousands of staff
members who also serve in Mercy sponsored programs and
institution in 18 states, Guam and Jamaica. All these affiliations
strive to carry out the mission set forth by their foundress,
Catherine McAuley. To learn more, visit www.mercysc.org.

MERCY ALIVE IN JAMAICA

On May 1, 1880, one inspired woman, Jessie Ripoll,
made a home for a little orphan girl at a cottage, the sole building
on forty three acres of land she had purchased from her own
savings and from donations made by interested friends. She
called the property “Alpha” since it was the first building on that
road that lay outside the city limits, and also because the project
she had undertaken, namely, the care of the orphan, was the
beginning, the Alpha of a ministry that would have far reaching
implications, Jessie Ripoll is known to all Sisters of Mercy in
Jamaica and to their charges as Mother Mary Peter Claver, RSM,
the renowned foundress of Alpha who was rewarded for her
inspiring and generous example.

At the invitation of Jamaica's first Bishop, Rev. Charles
Gordon, S.J., a small group of Sisters of Mercy came from
Bermondsey, London, England, to continue the good work Jessie
had started by helping and teaching poor boys and girls whose
numbers had rapidly increased. The Sisters who came were the
spiritual daughters of Catherine McCauley, foundress of the Sisters
of Mercy, who, by a fortuitous coincidence, arrived in Jamaica on
the 12th December, 1890, the anniversary of Catherine’s founding
the Institute of the Sisters of Mercy, 12th December, 1831. Jessie
and her two companions entered the Mercy community in
February, 1891 and persevered as vowed members until their
death. There are other similarities between Catherine's and
Jessie's early beginnings. They both started as committed lay-
women whose passion was to reach out to the needy of their time.

The work of the Sisters of Mercy in Jamaica was not
confined to the care of orphans. Within four years of foundation,
they branched out into fields of Secondary and Elementary
Education and in 1914 had founded a Business College that was,
for most of its existence, the leading institution of its kind in the
Caribbean, but which, unfortunately, had to be closed in the early
years of the 21st Century. Today, in addition to Secondary,

Primary and Infant schools, the Sisters conduct two Children’s
Homes for Boys, one at Alpha and the other, St. John Bosco, in
the hill country of Mandeville in the centre of the island. Sisters are
also involved in Pastoral adult education and Laity Training at the
college level and in community outreach through Trade Training
Centers in Kingston and in Mandeville.

The majority of Sisters today are from Jamaica, but the
group remains a cosmopolitan one with members from the United
States, Ireland, Belize, Canada, and Kenya. The English and
Maltese Sisters whose presence in the community lasted for more
than 100 years, and whose contribution was of the highest
caliber, have gone to their reward, but their memory lives on in the
hearts and minds of those who now carry on the work they began.

Because the Sisters of Mercy take a vow of service,
they have always reached out to the Poor, the Sick and the
Uneducated. Almost from the time the Sisters arrived in Jamaica,
they have visited the sick in their homes and in the hospitals.
Prison ministry also has been a very important area of their
outreach.

The decrease in religious vocations has been felt very
keenly in Jamaica as in so many other areas of the world and this
has resulted in the Sisters’ withdrawing from apostolates where
they were formerly very active and effective. More than 131 years
have passed since Jessie first started the work at Alpha, and more
than 121 years have elapsed since the Sisters of Mercy came to
Jamaica. Although the numbers of Sisters remain considerably
reduced, the charism of Mercy is very much alive.

ssessssssssssssessscscsnsassEsRRERRsOEEE

About the Author: Sister Mary Bernadette Little is a retired educa-
tor who spent most of her teaching and administrative career at the
High School operated by the Sisters of Mercy in Kingston,
Jamaica. She is currently engaged in retreat work and spiritual
direction and in writing the story of the Sisters of Mercy in Jamaica
for publication.

Around The Center....

Mission Statement

Our Lady of the Pines Refreat Center, sponsored
by the Sisters of Mercy, offers a space for all
seeking a deeper relationship with God, self,

others, and all creation.
The Spirit of Hospitality, a Mercy Charism,
pervades the place, welcoming all who come.

“New Faces Coming To The Pines”

We are delighted to be hosting two guest
speakers in the Fall: Sr. Melannie Svoboda, SND, and
Regina Brett. The programs vary from two hour pres-
entations, to a day workshop to an overnight retreat.

Sr. Melannie Svoboda, SND will be our
speaker for the Fall Women'’s Retreat. Sr. Melannie is
____ the author of ten books and
s * numerous articles on practical

' spirituality. She is humorous
and down-to-earth in her
presentations. Sr. Melannie
is a Sister of Notre Dame from
the Cleveland Diocese. This
retreat will begin on Friday,

- October 28, 2011 and end Sat-
urday, October 29, 2011 at 3:00 pm.

Finally, we are pleased to host Regina Brett in
November. Regina was named a Pulitzer Prize finalist
twice, in 2009 and 2008 for columns she wrote for the
Plain Dealer, Ohio's largest newspaper. Regina will
speak on her book God Never
Blinks, 50 Lessons for Life’s
Little Detours. This book is an
inspirational collection of essays
and stories about the lessons
life taught her along the detours
of life. Regina will be coming
on November 15 from noon to
2:00 pm. This will be a lunch
and lecture and will be followed
by a book signing. If you would like to order a book, let
us know when you register.

&kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

We hope that you will be able to participate in one
or more of these programs. Check our

website for more details on pricing for these events
at www.pinesretreat.org or call Brenda at
419-332-6522 to register.

SUMMER RETREATS FOR 2012

Private Retreat Days: June 11-15 or July 21-27,
2012

9 88809808000800000 s ssEEsTEERRERBRRERRBRRDTS

Directed Retreat: July 21-27, 2012

Conference Retreat: June 22-27, 2012 “Hope in the
Midst of Global Concerns” with Sr. Carol Zinn, S8J

Living in Hope in the Midst of Global Concems:
We live in times marked by a hunger for God everywhere we
look! We see faces of hunger, poverty, illiteracy; we hear
voices of oppression, injustice,
discrimination; we feel mixed
emotions over war, race,
immigration; we sense sorrow
individuals, families, nations; and
we touch pain in children, women
and our elders. Yetitis these
vary realities that God's breath of
life is felt and the Spirit's presence
is made known. If you wonder
where Hope can be found and
how you can be a witness of Hope to others, then come and
join us as we reflect, pray, discuss the power of Hope and the
Gospel challenge to live in Hope especially in the midst of
concerns that are personal, communal, national and global at
one and the same time. Bring the readings of the day and a
Hope-filled heart!

Dr. Carol Zinn, a Sister of St. Joseph from Chestnut
Hill, Philadelphia, PA has ministered in the formal and non-
formal education profession. Dr. Zinn worked in grassroots-
based international movements as consultant and facilitator.
In particular, she worked on the United Religious Initiative
and the Earth Charter. She works with multi-sector and
multi-issue groups in helping people deepen an
understanding of global realities, local efforts, and their
connections. Dr. Zinn also worked as the Education Program
Director of Global Education Associates, a non-governmental
organization working to further global systemic change.

From a Summer Retreatant:

“Keep this retreat center opened,
THIS IS HOLY GROUND”
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