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Dear Friends of the Pines,

The Easter season reflects the hope of the coming of Spring at The Pines as we pass through
dark, rainy days to sun struggling to stream through the windows-a reminder daily of the

passage from death to life we experience in our lives, the life of the Church and nature. The
grounds are green and the trees and flowers that grace the property are coming to full life.

Executive Director However, if you come to see us you will notice that the front of The Pines building does not
: ; have the landscaping-yet-that it had in the past. In October we needed to do major foundation
Denise Biddle work that required removing all trees and landscaping. The work was a great success but our

Finance & Operations Director

Sr. Margaret Marszal, HM
Retreat Coordinator

Brenda Havens
Administrative Assistant

mud-garden continues until we become dry and warm enough to replant.

Despite the lack of color outside our building, inside
we are alive and flourishing. Although the economy
continues to be a challenge for us we see increased
interest in our programs and receive calls daily for the
use of our facility and hermitages. Groups using The
Pines include pastoral councils, retired teachers,
Toledo diocesan parish business managers and

I numerous church groups and the Toledo Diocesan
. . . Deacon Formation program who continue to see
A Tree of _.._O_om ...An m<m==._m to Benefit the Pines Retreat Center The Pines as their place for work and spiritual retreats.
Frid J 20. 201 Beardohluplees Sr. Margaret and | continue to provide outreach pro
r_m__._ﬁ:._o 0m..m=..o=< and _u~.m<m_. Service fl mS m::mq E ” grams to parishes and other groups. During the last
And wﬂ. Dm_daé M. Thum, RSM three months we teamed a Mission for a rural parish in
resident the diocese. Sr. Margaret gave talks for distributors of Holy Communion of the Fremont par-
._.:mmam<_ December ‘_w_ 2011 Saturd ay, J anuary M‘_“ 2012 ishes, the Fremont Ecumenical Good Friday Service and Leadership of Sandusky County. |
Msgr. William J. Kubacki provided classes on Cathalic Social Teaching for deacon formation, two parish RCIA classes,
Donations will be accepted prior to 6:30 p.m. <_om-._u_.mmm it _ and an RCIA retreat. Sr. Margaret and other contracted spiritual directors continue to offer

lighting the “Tree of Hope”
and included in our Book of
Remembrances.

Refreshments to follow!

Watch for more details.

CALL TO BE PLACED ON OUR GUEST LIST!

8

Visit page 4 for calendar details or our website a www.pinesretreat.org
1

Ms. Katherine Otermat
Treasurer

Ms. Jeanne Heintschel
Secretary

Sr. Cheryl Erb, RSM

Mr. Jason N. Kinn

spiritual direction and daytime retreat opportunities.

In all, you continue to bless us by your prayers, support and involvement in all we do at and
through The Pines. Please be sure to check out our upcoming summer programs on Page 4
in this newsletter or visit our website pinesretreat.org. All are welcome to come and
experience The Pines. We look forward to seeing you.

In the spirit of Mercy,

Sr. Christine Pratt, OSU

“Your whole life should be a continual act of praise and prayer.”
Catherine McAuley
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Mercy Alive...

AT

Mercy Alive provides a glimpse of the charism and ministries of the Institute
of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas. Each issue of the newsletter will
highlight information related to the Institute, the South Central Region or a
Sister of Mercy or Associate. Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center is a
ministry of the Sisters of Mercy, South Central Region. The region is
comprised of some 700 sisters, 600 associates, one companion and
thousands of staff members who also serve in Mercy sponsored programs
and institutions in 18 states, Guam and Jamaica. All these affiliations strive
fo carry out the mission set forth by their foundress, Catherine McAuley,

To learn more, visit www.mercysc.org.

ASSOCIATION: LIVING THE CHARISM OF MERCY

Mercy Associates are women and men who hear and respond to a
call from God, an invitation to Gospel holiness lived through
sharing in the mission of Mercy. They desire to walk with and care
for those who are poor, sick, and uneducated. Associates, while
maintaining individual lifestyles, seek to embody the spirit of Mercy
in partnership with the Community of the Sisters of Mercy through
a mutual covenant. As identified by Foundress Catherine
McAuley, the mission of Mercy is central for Associates, who share
in prayer, community, ministry , and friendship.

The lay women and men associates respond to a call deeply
rooted in their baptism and lived out through the vision statement
of the Sisters of Mercy, South Central Community. They are
covenanted people who commit themselves to prayer, service, and
community with the Sisters and other associates as well.

MERCY ASSOCIATE VISION STATEMENT

In humility, we realize that no one of us can live into our Vision
Statement completely; however, in union and charity, we realize
we can achieve together what no one of us could achieve alone.

Our Vision Statement for our South Central Mercy Association tells
us what we do and where we are going as a Community grounded
in Christ, Catherine, and Mercy. We do not presume to have
“arrived” in our living into this statement. Rather, we recognize and
celebrate our role as pilgrim people on a journey, creating a path,
charting a course, and living into our Baptismal commitments, both
in action and in contemplation, as Mercy associates.

Our Vision is to become disciples of Christ and servants of the
poor in the Spirit of Catherine McAuley.

As Mercy Associates, we recognize that our primary "Mission” is to
live into the “Identity” we have claimed for ourselves as lay
Mercy's. We , therefore, live our "Mission” and grow into our
“Identity” as Mercy Associates, in partnership with the Sisters of

Mercy by:

e Ministering to and advocating for the sick, poor,
and uneducated.

e Helping people overcome the obstacles that keep them from
living full and dignified lives.

e Living alife of prayer, service, and fellowship with other
associates, sisters, and our families.

This commitment will impel us to work in partnership with the
Sisters of Mercy to:

e  Develop and act from a multicultural and international
perspective;

e  Speak with a corporate voice;

e Work for systemic change;

e  Practice non-violence:

e  Actin harmony and interdependence with all creation; and

e  Call ourselves to continual conversation in our lifestyles
and ministries.

Catherine McAuley has these words to say about the Spiritual and
Corporal Works of Mercy: “The spiritual and corporal works of
mercy which draw religious from a life of contemplation, so far from
separating them from the love of God, unite them more closely to
God and render them more valuable in God's holy service.”

About the Author: Lincoln Sigwald, is the Director of Mercy
Associates, South Central Community. He can be reached at his
office in Belmont, North Carolina, or by email Isig-
wald@mercysc.org.

“It is therefore by being united to Jesus Christ that we are
united with each other.”

Catherine McAuley

Pines Mission Statement

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center, sponsored
by the Sisters of Mercy, offers a space for all
seeking a deeper relationship with God, self,

others, and all creation.
The Spirit of Hospitality, a Mercy Charism,
pervades the place, welcoming all who come.

Around The Center. ...

SANDUSKY COUNTY CANCER CARE
was welcomed to the Pines for their first event -a
memorial in honor of Sherry Sprouse. Tours of the
building were offered to all guests who attended
this program.

Marsha Rivas with Deacon Tom Lambert and Mrs.
Connie Rakitan, the lead presenters for the Retreat
for Those with Mental lliness and their Families
offered in collaboration with The Pines, Diocese
of Toledo, and NAMI of Sandusky, Seneca
and Wyandot Counties.

FOR MEN ONLY—BARBEQUE SPIRITUALITY
Picnic Supper following prayer and spiritual
reflection by Father Ray Ensman, Pt. Clinton, Ohio.

CONFERENCE RETREAT

JULY 31—AUGUST 5, 2011
Sunday, July 31 to Friday, August 5, 2011
(7:00 pm Sunday to Friday Brunch)

This guided retreat is for older adults who wish to
deepen their ability to live more fully. This experience
invites the older adult to say “yes”
to the on-going call of the spiritual
journey by living in the promise of
the resurrection while surrendering
to the losses of aging. This retreat
will guide participants in using
spiritual tools to grow a deeper
relationship with God. There will
be two conferences daily with time for prayer,
personal reflection, and optional processing with
retreat facilitator.

Presenter: Ann Billard, OLM, Ph.D.: Sr. Annis a Sis-
ter of Charity of Our Lady of Mercy. She has
presented at national conferences and to groups of
older adults throughout the USA, Canada and
Australia.

COST: $425.00 COMMUTER RATE: $235.00 (Includes
9 meals)
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