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Dear Friends: 

The summer months allowed for many to enjoy rest and relaxation in the 
form of slower paced days and time away on vacation. As we move into 
the rhythm of autumn’s routines with work, school, worship, and  
extracurricular activities, there is a sense of beginning anew. At the same 
time, we know that autumn signals a transition with summer light fading, 
leaves dropping and cool stillness setting in. 

Much like nature shifting to let go, rest and prepare gradually to grow 
anew, we can use the darker days and stillness of autumn to nurture  
ourselves by letting go of the old and spending time exploring how we 
can develop our spirituality anew. I invite you these autumn days to  
attend one of our Sponsored Programs: Lunch & Learns presented by  
Fr. John Blaser and Sr. Pat Schnapp; SoulCollage®; or the Advent  
Overnight facilitated by Sr. Wanda Smith. If you cannot attend one of 
these programs, please pray for those who can and for the 28 hosted 
groups the Retreat Center will serve with the Mercy Charism of  
Hospitality from September through December. 

And don’t forget, our annual dinner fundraiser on October 26, 2018.  
Proceeds from the event support many facets of our ministry, from schol-
arship to operations. It will be an energetic evening of fun, fellowship, 
and friends coming together to support our mission. Opportunities to 
support the evening are above. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Sara McCoy 

   Executive Director 

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center  
invites YOU to join us as we celebrate our  

Annual Fundraiser on October 26, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
The evening will be filled with fun, food and friendship as we host a  

silent auction, games, and gourmet grazing stations by Creative Cuisine! 

Oh, and don’t forget to purchase a raffle ticket for your chance to WIN: 
(1) Yeti Tundra 45 Cooler,  
(1) Smokey Joe Charcoal Grill,  
(2) Camp Chairs, & accessories! 

*Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 tickets for $20.00 

Sponsorships Available 
To buy tickets for the event, visit www.pinesretreat.org/fall-fundraiser  

or to purchase a raffle ticket, call 419-332-6522. 



      Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center 
General Information 

    Business Hours  
    Monday—Friday 
    8:30am—4:00pm 

Hosted Retreats 
Are you looking for space to host your group on retreat?  

Or perhaps you’re looking to get away for some personal time with God? 
 

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center is happy to host you! 
 

To schedule or for pricing, please contact Marissa Mills, Office and Programming Coordinator  
at (419) 332-6522 ext: 100     or email MarissaMills@pinesretreat.org 

 

Sponsored Retreats 
Are you interested in attending a sponsored retreat held by OLPRC? 

 

Go to www.pinesretreat.org/programs to register or... 
 

Contact Sister Wanda Smith, RSM, the Sponsored Retreat Coordinator  
at (419) 332-6522 ext: 104     or email WandaSmithRSM@pinesretreat.org 

 

 

 

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center provides the perfect setting among 68 acres of  
beautiful pine trees, walking paths and a peaceful atmosphere for your retreat and  
conference needs. The Pines provides state of the art conference rooms, a variety  

of meditation/reflection spaces, a large and small dining room and an outdoor pool.  
 

Call us today at 419-332-6522 and let us help you plan for your retreat. 

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center,  
sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, 
offers a space for all seeking a deeper relationship 
with God, self, others and all creation. The spirit of 
hospitality, a Mercy charism, pervades the place, 

welcoming all who come. 
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Have you thought about a 
donation to Our Lady of 
the Pines Retreat Center? 

 

Unique ways 

to donate… 
 

Amazon Smile 
Go to smile.amazon.com 

and select Our Lady of the 
Pines Retreat Center as 

your recipient charity and 
we receive 0.5% of the 

price of your eligible Am-
azonSmile purchases.  

 

PayPal.Me 
Go to www.PayPal.Me 

and you can donate  
directly at any time! 

Great for donations in 
honor of birthdays,  

jubilees and anniversaries. 
 

Kroger  

Community Rewards 
Link your Plus Card to 
Our Lady of the Pines  

Retreat Center and then 
all you have to do is shop 
at Kroger and swipe your 

Plus Card! 
 

Tree of Hope 
Memorial donations can 
be directed to our annual 

Tree of Hope Prayer  
Service & Tree Lighting 

Ceremony, to be held  
December 8, 2018. 

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center       
General Information 

 

We offer our thanks for the  
 generosity of our donors. 

 

In consideration for your contribution, Our Lady of the 
Pines Retreat Center acknowledges that, as of receipt of 
this contribution, our organization is an IRC 501© (3) 
status with the Internal Revenue Service. Our Lady of 
the Pines Retreat Center affirms that you received no 
material benefits, goods or services for this contribution. 

Previously at the Pines… 
Soul Collage®,  
St. Aloysius Bowling Green,  
Silent Directed Retreat (sponsored),  
Saints and Sinners Bus Tour,  
WriteShop,  
Centering Prayer,  
Toledo Diocese Seminarian Convocation,  
Toledo Diocese ordained deacon retreat,  
Lunch & Learn ~ Sr. Pat Schnapp, RSM 
(sponsored),  
Cursillo Secretariat,  
Hospice Bereavement Series,  
St. Wendelin Staff Retreat  

 

Heartfelt thanks to the following donors:  
 

M. Sattler 
Sr. Barbara McCrady 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Kathy Otermat 

Debbie Brenneman 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Moyer  
and Deacon Joe Timbrook  

for their generous donations to  
Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center.  

 

Thank you to the St. Casimir Grant Committee  
for awarding the Retreat Center funds  

to purchase new vacuums!   



  

 

Running with Scissors, a SoulCollage® Card Retreat 
Begins at 7:00 PM October 19, 2018  Concludes October 22, 2018 after lunch 
 

Facilitated by Dr. Jane Steinhauser, a certified spiritual director and SoulCollage® facilitator. 
 She will be assisted by Sr. Wanda Smith, RSM a spiritual director and retreat minister. 
 

Join us for a weekend that will invite you to tap into your inner wisdom and spirit by creating, exploring and  
playing with thousands of amazing images and your own imagination and intuition. We will experience praying  
in new ways using this delightful and fun process. No artistic talent necessary. All materials supplied except for 
the scissors you will need for the run!  
 

This retreat has been filled—to sign up for the waiting list go to www.pinesretreat.org/programs 
 

Lunch & Learn: Haiku: Poetry for the Soul 
Begins at 11:30 A.M. October 24, 2018   Includes Lunch at Noon and Concludes at 2:00 P.M. 
 

Presented by Fr. John Blaser 
 
 

This Lunch and Learn will introduce you to the practice of Haiku poetry which is both simple and profound. Hai-
ku is a Japanese form of poetry reflecting on ordinary human experiences with a simple format of 17  
syllables of three lines that anyone can use. Although simple it asks for a person’s attention to reflect deeply and  
profoundly. 
 

Fr. John Blaser, Senior Status priest of the Diocese of Toledo, has recently published a collection of his 30 years 
of Haiku Reflections and will offer practical suggestions for you to use this simple technique. He will also give an 
introduction to Haiku as a reflective and contemplative tool for spiritual growth and insights.  

 

Cost: $15.00 per person 

Registration Deadline:  October 19, 2018 
 

Lunch & Learn: Laughing All the Way Home 
Begins at 12:00 P.M. November 13, 2018   Includes Lunch at Noon and Concludes at 2:00 P.M. 
 

Presented by Sr. Pat Schnapp, RSM 
 

Where does humor fit into the spiritual life? Do I have to be serious to be a good Christian? Were the saints all a 
bunch of sobersides?  Let’s take a look. 
Cost:  $15.00 per person 
 

Save the Date for the Advent Overnight Retreat: In the Stillness of the Night 
Arrival: December 7 at 7:00 PM          Departure: December 8 at 3:00 PM 
 

Retreat Leader: Sr. Wanda Smith, RSM 
 

Priced as our gift to you:  
$50.90 for a Standard Private Room (includes Sandusky County Bed Tax) 
$56.05 for Select Private Room  (includes Sandusky County Bed Tax)  
$30.00 for Commuters 
 

Centering Prayer is also held at the Pines Retreat Center on the first Tuesday of the month from 7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 
Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that allows us to rest in God’s presence and consent to God’s action within.  

Open to the public.     Questions? Please contact Fran Benlein at fbenlein@woh.rr.com or 567-201-2286.   Free will offering 
 

 
TO REGISTER FOR A SPONSORED RETREAT GO TO WWW.PINESRETREAT.ORG/PROGRAMS 

 

 

Sponsored Retreats 



 

 

Hermitage Retreats 

Reserve one of our charming hermitage cabins for a wonderful, private  

retreat among beautiful Pine trees, walking paths and a peaceful atmosphere. 
 

The Pines currently offers (2) cabins featuring one bedroom, private bath (with shower) and a small kitchenette. 
The area possesses a peaceful and natural setting that is calming and relaxing from the minute you step foot in 
the door. Each cabin has a porch area with seating that allows a close up view of the small pine forest that  
surrounds the building. While on retreat experience all that The Pines has to offer from our labyrinths,  
meditation deck, grotto and outdoor pool to our reflection spaces, libraries and gift shop! 
 

For pricing information or to inquire about availability call 419-332-6522 
 

To view a video of the cabin’s interior go to www.pinesretreat.org/individual-hermitage-retreat 



  



      Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center 
Services and Job Opportunities 

 

 

Are you looking for a way to deepen your prayer life, engage 
in discernment of your call from God and to integrate more 
fully your spiritual life with your personal life? 
 

Our Lady of the Pines Retreat Center offers spiritual direction 
with trained directors who are good listeners and wonderful 
guides to help you explore and grow more deeply into your 
own spiritual life. 

 

For more information or to schedule an appointment contact 
Sr. Wanda Smith, RSM at (419) 332-6522 ext: 104 or email 
her at WandaSmithRSM@pinesretreat.org 

Our Lady of the Pines has a partnership with licensed Massage 
Therapist, Lori Price in order to offer a powerful tool to aid our 
retreatants in finding balance and relaxation. 
 

Cost:    60 Minutes-$61.00     30 Minutes-$42.00 
 

All appointments must be made in advance in order to  
coordinate scheduling. Spaces are limited.  
 

To book an appointment call 419-332-6522. 

 
Help Wanted!! 

Are you looking for a unique and rewarding job  
opportunity? The Retreat Center is hiring kitchen 
support staff to serve the many wonderful retreat 
groups who stay with us. The schedule can vary 
based on size of retreat group and duration of stay, 
but shifts are primarily weekends (day or evening) 
and a few weekdays.  Day shifts are typically 6 A.M. 
– 2 P.M. and afternoon evening 2 P.M. to 7 P.M. 

Kitchen: 
We are seeking one individual with at least one year 
experience in food prep and service to work as a pair 
to the lead cook scheduled on shift. Basic prep tasks, 
set-up, drink service, assistance serving in the food 
line and cleaning/sanitation of the kitchen and dining 
area after a meal are some of the duties assigned to 
the role. 

Kitchen: 
The second position is for a shift lead to prepare the 
planned menu, run the serving line, and be  
responsible for dining and kitchen area, including 
support staff, in areas of sanitation and safety  
regulation. Individual must be able to follow Ohio 
food safety regulation for prepping and serving food 
and storage. ServSafe certification preferred, but not  
required. 

 

To apply for one of these positions please send your 
resume to: BarbDepinet@pinesretreat.org. 

 

For questions call (419) 332-6522 to speak with the 
Food Services Manager, Barb Depinet. 
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Due to the incredible support we have  

received over the last two years,  

we have been able to relocate the gift shop  

to a larger space and renovate to fit our needs. 

Because of this growth, we now carry  

a wide variety of gift items as well as spiritual treasures,  

and we would like to invite YOU  

to come explore this wonderful new space. 

Join us Saturday, September 22, 2018  
from 9:00 A.M.—8:00 P.M. for the  

Open House of our NEW Gift Shop! 

*Bring your receipt from a purchase made in 2017 or 2018 to the Open House and receive a free gift! 
*while supplies last. 


